Code of Virginia

Chapter 16 - Salvage, Nonrepairable, and Rebuilt Vehicles

§ 46.2-1600. Definitions.

"Nonrepairable vehicle" means (i) any late model vehicle that has been damaged and
whose estimated cost of repair exceeds 90 percent of its actual cash value prior to
damage, or (ii) any vehicle which has been determined to be nonrepairable by its insurer
or owner, and for which a nonrepairable certificate has been issued or applied for, or (iii)
any other vehicle which has been damaged, is inoperable, and has no value except for
use as parts and scrap metal.

"Rebuilt vehicle" means (i) any salvage vehicle that has been damaged as a result of
collision, fire, flood, accident, trespass, or any other occurrence and has been repaired
and the estimated cost of repair exceeded 75 percent of its actual cash value, for use on
the public highways or (ii) any late model vehicle which has been repaired and the
estimated cost of repair exceeded 75 percent of its actual cash value, excluding the cost
to repair damage to the engine, transmission, or drive axle assembly.

"Repaired vehicle" means any salvage vehicle that has had repairs less than the amount
necessary to make it a rebuilt vehicle.

"Salvage vehicle" means (i) any late model vehicle which has been (a) acquired by an
insurance company as a part of the claims process other than a stolen vehicle or (b)
damaged as a result of collision, fire, flood, accident, trespass, or any other occurrence
to such an extent that its estimated cost of repair, excluding charges for towing, storage,
and temporary replacement/rental vehicle or payment for diminished value
compensation, would exceed its actual cash value less its current salvage value; (ii) any
recovered stolen vehicle acquired by an insurance company as a part of the claims
process, whose estimated cost of repair exceeds 75 percent of its actual cash value; or
(iii) any other vehicle which is determined to be a salvage vehicle by its owner or an
insurance company by applying for a salvage certificate for the vehicle, provided that
such vehicle is not a nonrepairable vehicle.

§ 46.2-1603.2.

Owner may declare vehicle nonrepairable; insurance company required to obtain a
nonrepairable certificate; applicability of certain other laws to nonrepairable certificates;
titing and registration of nonrepairable vehicle prohibited.

A. The owner of any vehicle titled in the Commonwealth may declare such vehicle to be
a nonrepairable vehicle by applying to the Department for a nonrepairable certificate.



B. Every insurance company or its authorized agent shall apply to the Department and
obtain a nonrepairable certificate for each vehicle acquired by the insurance company as
a result of the claims process if such vehicle is titled in the Commonwealth and is (i) a
late model nonrepairable vehicle or (ii) a stolen vehicle that has been recovered and
determined to be a nonrepairable vehicle. The application shall be accompanied by the
vehicle's title certificate or salvage certificate and shall contain a description of the
damage to the nonrepairable vehicle. Application for the nonrepairable certificate shall
be made within fifteen days after payment has been made to the owner, lienholder, or
both.

C. Every insurance company or its authorized agent shall notify the Department of each
late model vehicle titled in the Commonwealth upon which a claim has been paid if such
vehicle is a nonrepairable vehicle that is retained by its owner.

D. The Department, upon receipt of an application for a nonrepairable certificate for a
vehicle titled in the Commonwealth, or upon receipt of notification from an insurance
company or its authorized agent as provided in subsection C of this section that a
vehicle registered in the Commonwealth has become a nonrepairable vehicle, shall
cause the title of such vehicle to be cancelled and a nonrepairable certificate issued to
the vehicle's owner.

There shall be no fee for the issuance of a nonrepairable certificate. All provisions of this
Code applicable to a motor vehicle certificate of title shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to a
nonrepairable certificate, except that no registration or license plates shall be issued for
the vehicle described in a nonrepairable certificate. No vehicle for which a nonrepairable
certificate has been issued shall ever be titled or registered for use on the highways in
the Commonwealth.

E. The Department, upon receipt of a title, salvage certificate, or other ownership
document from a licensed salvage dealer or demolisher pursuant to subdivision A 1 of §
46.2-1603.1, shall cause the title, salvage certificate, or other ownership document to
such vehicle to be cancelled and a nonrepairable certificate issued to the vehicle's
owner.

(1992, c. 148; 1993, c. 376; 1995, c. 390.)

§ 46.2-1609. Penalties.
Violation of any provision of this chapter shall constitute a Class 1 misdemeanor.

(1979, c. 401, § 46.1-550.14; 1989, c. 727; 1992, c. 148.)

§ 46.2-1610. Disposition of fees.

All fees collected under this chapter shall be paid by the Commissioner into the state
treasury and set aside as a special fund to be used to meet the expenses of the vehicle
identification number and salvage vehicle inspection programs.



(1987, c. 696, § 46.1-550.15; 1989, c. 727; 2006, c. 615.)



